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Unit Overview

I.  Subject/Topic:


This unit will be an introductary unit to life cycles.  The focus will mainly be on the life cycle of the butterfly.  This will include all the stages; egg, caterpillar, chrysalis, and butterfly.  The student will understand the butterfly’s life cycle and will relate it to other living things that have life cycles.


The theme of this unit will be on the life cycle of butterflies.  The unit will consist of five lessons.  Each lesson will teach and reinforce the life cycle of a butterfly.  The first lesson will introduce life cycles, while the other lessons will focus on the lifecycle of a butterfly and a specific stage that it goes through.  Each lesson will be thirty minutes long and will contain multiple learning activities in order to grasp each student’s interest.  The discovery center will also be an active tool for the class.  


The class consists of nineteen kindergarten students.  These students have some understanding of life cycles, but have not learned the life cycle of a butterfly.

II. Rational/Purpose:  

This science unit is an introductory unit to life cycles.  It gives a general overview of life cycles while focusing on the life cycle of the butterfly.  This unit will help students when learning about life cycles in future classes.  This will give them a base in which to build their future knowledge of life cycles on.  Students will also be able to relate their knowledge of the life cycle to the human life cycle, from which they are from.  The unit emphasizes the importance of life cycles to the growth and development of living beings.  It shows how each living thing is unique, different, and special, by certain characteristics.  

This unit is designed to fit the needs of each individual student within the classroom.  This is done by compiling a variety of materials and activities that focus on the eight different learning styles.  Lesson plans and activities are also age appropriate.  Each lesson is designed with a kindergartener and his/her abilities and interests in mind.  Students are able to relate the content of this unit to themselves and the world around them.  Spring is the perfect time to study butterflies.  Students will see butterflies and be able to relate the information they learned in the unit.  They also can relate the life cycle of the butterfly to the life cycle of humans.  How are they similar?  How are they different?  

It is our philosophy that learning should be hands-on, active, and fun.  Students who enjoy the lessons and activities are more likely to learn the material.  In order to enforce this philosophy, we have created many hands-on active activities that correspond with the lessons.  Lessons and activities are age appropriate.  They are geared toward the learner.  Lessons also contain variety to attract all learning styles to increase the chance that each student will have a successful learning experience.

III. Identification of Goals/Objectives:

Organization of Living Things III.2 Benchmark 3

All students will compare and contrast differences in the life cycles of familiar things.

~ Describe life cycles of familiar organisms.

National Science Standard Content Standard C Life Science

Plants and animals have life cycles that include being born, developing into adults, reproducing and eventually dying.  The details of this life cycle are different for different organisms.

General goals:

~ Compare the life cycles of living things.

~ Sequence, in order, the stages of a butterfly.

~ Describe the life cycle stages of the butterfly.

Specific Objectives:

~ The learner will compare their own life cycle with other living things.

~ The learner will contrast their own life cycle with other living things.

~ The learner will explain the stages of the life cycle.

~ The learner will demonstrate how the life cycle stages continue.

~ The learner will sequence the butterfly life cycle stages in order.

~ The learner will physically perform the life cycle stage of the butterfly.

~ The learner will illustrate the life cycle stages of the butterfly in order.

~ The learner will create a book about the life cycle of the butterfly.

~ The learner will construct their own fuzzy caterpillar.

~ The learner will describe verbally what happens during the chrysalis stage.

~ The learner will draw the life cycle of the butterfly after listening to the poem Pretty Butterfly.
~ The learner will create cards that demonstrate the life cycle of the butterfly.

~ The learner will explain the stages of the butterfly life cycle.

~ The learner will demonstrate the stages of the butterfly life cycle.

~ The learner will create their own butterfly.

IV. Unit Map/Plan:  

The goals and ideas of this unit are interconnected.  Each goal highlights a segment of the butterfly’s life cycle so that students will gain a better understanding of the cycle as a whole.  The goals also emphasize a relation between the butterfly’s life cycle and the life cycles of all living organisms.  The goals for each lesson build off of each other.  In the first lesson, the focus is on learning about life cycles in general.  The next series of lessons concentrate on specific life cycle stages of the butterfly.  The lessons follow the order of the butterfly’s stages.  The last lesson is a culminating lesson, which ties together the specific life cycle stages learned in the previous lessons. 

V. Instructional Strategies and Materials:  


Goals and corresponding activities:

1. Compare the life cycle of living things.

a. Students chose from a list of living organisms and create their own life cycle sequence cards.

b. Discovery center flannel board activity.

c. Human, plant and butterfly life cycle sequence cards.

2. Sequence, in order, the stages of a butterfly.

a. Butterfly life cycle sequence cards.

b. Art butterfly life cycle activity cards.

c. Drawing out butterfly life cycle.

d. “How a Butterfly Grows” (tune from “Farmer in the Dell”) 

e. “The Caterpillar” fingerplay.

f. Butterfly memory game.

3. Describe the life cycle stages of a butterfly.

a. From Egg to Butterfly by

b. The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle

c. From Caterpillar to Butterfly by Deborah Heiligman

d. Student created, “How a Butterfly Grows” book.

e. Make a caterpillar worksheet.

f. Dramatic play of the butterfly life cycle.  

g. Butterfly paint pictures

VI. Assessment Strategies:  

Our main tool in assessing is teacher observation.  Kindergarteners are unable to be tested as older students, therefore; observation is a key.  As the teacher observes students throughout the unit, he/she should take antidotal notes on each students understanding and progress.  The teacher will then be able to reflect back on these notes as he/she assesses each student as the end of the unit.  

Another way kindergarteners can be assessed is through the activities in which they participate in.  These activities include; finger plays, songs, worksheets, drawings, art projects, and dramatic play.  Each one of these activities can show the student’s knowledge and understanding on the butterfly’s life cycle in a variety of ways.  Students will be assessed on how the activities were performed or the finished product of an activity.  A key way of assessing will be through each student’s butterfly life cycle drawings.  The students will be asked to create these drawings a few times throughout the unit.  At the end of the unit, the teacher will be able to compare students’ drawings to see if any changes or improvements have occurred.

Activities being assessed offer a wide range of variety in order to assess each individual learning style.  Certain activities are geared to kinesthetic, visual, auditory, intrapersonal, interpersonal, musical, and naturalistic learners.  Activities such as the song are geared towards musical learners.  Activities for the kinesthetic learner are the finger play and dramatic play.  Each student should be assessed by the activity that most fits their individual learning style.  This helps to ensure that each child will succeed.  

VII. Evaluation:  To be completed after teaching.
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Lesson 1 (outline)

Date:  
Name:

Grade Level: Kindergarten
Subject: Life Cycles

Allocated Time: 30 minutes

I. Subject:  This lesson will introduce life cycles to the class.  Students will take a general look at life cycles and focus on the life cycle of the butterfly.  They will also become familiar with the stages of other living things

II. Rational/Purpose:  The purpose for this lesson is help the learner understand that all living things have stages of life in which they grow and progress.  Students will be able to relate the stages of life to themselves.

III. Objectives: 

a. The students will compare and contrast their own life cycle from a list of living things.

b. The students will explain what a life cycle is and how it continues.

IV. Content:  

a. Read the story, From Egg to Butterfly by Marlene Reidel.

b. Finger Play – “Caterpillar Finger Play” Students will imitate the changes of a caterpillar to a butterfly with finger movements.

c. Explain that the life cycle is stages in life and that every living thing goes through a cycle.

d. Ask students to sequence the life of a butterfly with large cards as a whole class.

e. Have children work individually on sequencing the life cycle from a list of different living things.

V. Strategies and Activities:  The teacher will read a story to the class that talks about the life cycle of a butterfly.  She/he will teach the class a finger play on the how a caterpillar turns into a butterfly.  The teacher will then ask the students to sequence the life cycle of the butterfly from the information that was read in the story.  This will be done with the use of four large sequencing cards in circle time.  Student will then work individually on creating their own life cycle sequence cards from a chosen list of living things.

VI. Materials:

a. Construction paper

b. From Egg to Butterfly by Marlene Reidel

c. Crayons

d. Butterfly sequence cards

VII. Plans for Individual Differences:  Instead of creating sequence cards, students may create a life cycle song, act out a life cycle (finger play), or orally explain the stages of a life cycle.  By giving students these choices we will meet the individual needs of different students.

VIII. Evaluation:  The activity the student chose will be used as the evaluation.  The teacher will know the students have understood the lesson by their ability to sequence the life cycle of the living thing they chose.

IX. Lesson Critique:  Upon completion of this lesson, the teacher will evaluate that positive and negative outcomes and use them to revise the lesson for future classes.
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Lesson 2

Date: May 6, 2003
Name: Janet Boverhof

Grade Level: Kindergarten
Subject: The Life Cycle of

Allocated Time: 30 minutes
a Butterfly; the egg 


and caterpillar stages.

Anticipatory Set: Read the finger play “The Caterpillar,” and do the motions to go along with it.  

“The Caterpillar”

A caterpillar crawled to the top of a tree.

Index finger of left hand moves up right arm in crawling position.

“I think I’ll take a nap,” said he.
So – under a leaf he began to creep.

Wrap right hand over left fist.

To spin his conoon, and he fell asleep.

All winter he slept in his cacoon bed.

Keep right hand over left fist.

‘Till spring came along one day and said,

“Wake up, wake up, little sleepyhead.

Shake left fist with right hand.

Wake up, it’s time to get out of bed.”

So – he opened his eyes that sun shiny day.

Spread fingers and look into hand.

Lo!  He was a butterfly – and flew away!

Move hand in flying motion.

Flint Public Library.  Ring A Ring O’Roses.  Flint, Michigan: Flint Public Library, 2000.  


15.

Go through the finger play a few times, until students can say and do the motions properly.  

Objective:

· The learner will sequence the life cycle of a butterfly.

· The learner will create a book about the butterfly’s life cycle.

· The learner will create his/her own caterpillar.

Purpose:  This lesson reemphasizes the whole life cycle of the butterfly, while focusing on the stages of the egg and caterpillar. This lesson will give students a deeper knowledge of the stages of the egg and caterpillar so they may later add it on to their additional knowledge about the chrysalis and butterfly. 

Input and Resources:

· The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Clark

· Butterfly book activity pages

· Hungry Caterpillar worksheet

· Glue

· Scissors

· Crayons

· pencils

· Pompoms

Modeling:  Review the steps in the butterfly’s life cycle.  Show students the butterfly sequence cards and tell the story of how a butterfly turns into a caterpillar.  Remind them that we go through a life cycle just like the butterfly does.  First we are in our mothers, then we are babies, then kids, then adults, and then grandmas and grandpas.  
Checking for Understanding:  Inform the students that this week you will be reading a book called, The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle.  Tell them that today they are just going to read the first part of the story, and they’ll finish the rest later this week.  Next, read the first part of the story (stop reading before the caterpillar forms the chrysalis).  Ask students questions that go along with the story, such as: What did the caterpillar do? How much did he eat?  Ask students how they think a caterpillar feels and how he walks.
Guided Practice:  Pass out a “Hungry Caterpillar” sheet to each student.  Read the poem out load to the students and have them follow along as best as they can.  Reemphasize that caterpillars need to eat a lot in order to grow and turn into a butterfly.  Ask students to feel the caterpillar on the paper and if that’s what they think a caterpillar feels like.  Tell them that they’re going to “fix” the caterpillars, so they look and feel more real.  Pass out ten pompoms to each student and demonstrate how to glue the pompoms onto each circle of the caterpillar’s body, except for his head.  Let students work until finished. 

Individual Practice:  Demonstrate to students how to make the “How a Butterfly Grows” book.  Have students color all pages before cutting.  When they are finished coloring, they may cut out the pieces and glue the correct pieces together.  Next, have them put the book in order, so the teacher may then staple it together.

Alternative Activities: 

· Students may act out the life cycle of the caterpillar.

· Students may draw out four parts of the life cycle freehand on paper.

· Students may orally explain the life cycle to the teacher.

Evaluation:  Evaluation for this lesson will be done through observation.  As the students answer questions and work on activities, the teacher should be continually observing all students to see if each one has understood the lesson.  If students have not understood the lesson, it will become aware during observation.  This is also a good way for the teacher to analyze the lesson to see if any revisions should be made.

Plans for Individual Difference:  This lesson was created to hit a variety of learning styles and subject areas.  If a certain student’s preferred learning style does not fit in the lesson, and he/she is struggling because of that, there are alternative activities in which the teacher can involve the students.  This lesson also integrates the subjects of science, literature, reading, math, and art.  
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Lesson 3

Date:  May 8, 2003





Name: Rebekah Kooi

Grade Level:  Kindergarten    



 Subject: The Life Cycle of a 

Allocated Time:  30 minutes
Butterfly: The      Chrysalis Stage

Materials Needed:

White paper

 Enough cards to create the four stages of the life cycle (this will vary)

Buttons (one per student)        

Cotton Balls

Glue      

 Crayons      

 Brown Construction Paper

The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle

How a Butterfly Grows song

Pretty Butterfly poem

Anticipatory Set:    

The teach will ask the students what their favorite insect is.  After a few students have 

answered, the teacher will tell them that her favorite insect is a caterpillar.  Next the teacher will ask the students if they can guess why that is her favorite insect.  After a few responses the teacher will tell them that it is her favorite insect because a caterpillar becomes a butterfly.

Objective and Purpose:

The learner will draw out the life cycle of a butterfly after hearing the poem “A Pretty Butterfly.”

The learner will create cards that demonstrated the life cycle of the butterfly.

The learner will verbally, physically (hand motions) or artistically show or describe what happens during the Chrysalis stage of the butterfly.

Purpose:  The purpose of this lesson is for students to understand the life cycle of a butterfly and specifically the chrysalis stage.  The student should be able to go home and tell his or her parents about the life cycle of a butterfly by using the materials made in class.  The purpose and aim of this lesson is for student to learn in a fun, hands-on environment what the stages of the life cycle of a butterfly are and how it relates to the things they see around them.

Lesson:  

After the anticipatory set, the teacher should introduce the lesson.  Before talking about the different stages in the life cycle, the teacher should explain to the students that they will be doing a bunch of different activities that will help the students remember the life cycle of a butterfly.  Begin the lesson with reading the poem “Pretty Butterfly.”  Before reading the teacher should hand out pieces of white paper that is divided into four boxes.  The teacher should ask the students to get out their crayons and tell the students to listen very carefully because they are going to draw four things that happen in the poem that the teacher is going to read.  Tell the students that the poem is about the life stages of a butterfly and that they are going to draw each step in the boxes on their sheet of paper.  Again tell the students to listen carefully as you read the poem.  The teacher should then read the poem and allow the students to draw the different stages.  This is a review from lessons one and two where the students learned about life cycles and the first two stages of the life cycle of the butterfly (egg and caterpillar).  The teacher should read through the poem one or two more times for the students to hear the different stages.  

Once everyone is done, the teacher should ask the students to put their paper and crayons away so that they can learn about the third stage of the butterfly.  The teacher should ask the students if they remember what happens after the caterpillar eats and gets sleepy.  If the students can’t remember, the teacher should explain to the students that the caterpillar spins a chrysalis and begins changing.  The teacher should explain to the students that after the caterpillar is done eating and growing it hangs upside down from a branch and spins a chrysalis.  The Chrysalis is a green or brown color that is similar to its surroundings.  This helps hide the Chrysalis and keep it safe.  Ask the students if they know what is happening to the caterpillar when it is inside of the chrysalis.  If no one wants to answer, explain to the students that it is changing into a butterfly.  

The teacher will tell the students that they are going to learn a song that talks about this change The teacher will tell the students that the song “How a Butterfly Grows” has the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell,” and that she will sing the first verse so that the students can understand how the song will go.  The teacher should also pick 4 or 5 students to go inside of the circle when different life cycles of the butterfly are sung.  The students should get into a circle and then the teacher will tell them the different verses and how they explain the life cycle.  Take the next 5 minutes singing the song and then ask students to return to their seats while you get out the book The Very Hungary Caterpillar.

The next activity will be finishing reading this story that was started in lesson 2.  The teacher should review what happened by either asking questions about the first part of the story or showing the students the pages and explaining what happened in the story.  The teacher can ask the students how they think the story is going to end before reading and finishing the story.  After the story is read the teacher will explain to the students that they are going to make and color 4 cards that will explain the life cycle of a butterfly.   

Identified Modeling: 

The teacher should hold up the 4 cards she has made ahead of time and tell the students that they will be making these same cards to take home.  The teacher could ask the students if they knew what each card was.  Allow the students to guess what stages the different cards signify and then explain to them what each card means and how the students can make their own.  The teacher should tell the students to begin each card by coloring the figure on the card.  Next the students should take card number 1 (the cards will have numbers written on them for the students to identify) and glue their button on the leaf.  Explain that the button represents the egg.  For card number 2 the students will glue on three or four cotton balls to represent the caterpillar.  Card number 3 will involve gluing the small oval chrysalis onto the tree branch.  For card 4 the students will color their own butterfly.  The teacher will demonstrate this through the use of her own life cycle stage cards in front of the class

Checking For Understanding:  

The teacher should hold up the cards and ask the students to tell her what she is supposed to do with each card.  Students will also be given the opportunity to ask questions about the activity.  

Independent Practice: 

The teacher will hand out 4 cards to each student.  These cards will vary as far as what is on them.  The teacher should refer to her larger cards to prepare to teach this activity.  The teacher should also hand out the buttons, colored cotton balls, and the brown previously made chrysalis.  She will also tell them to take their crayons and glue out so that they can color the pictures and glue the correct object on the appropriate card.  The students should then begin to work on their projects and the teacher should go around the room making sure that the students understand what they are supposed to do.  

Evaluation: 

Students will be evaluated through observation and their life cycle cards.  The teacher should be able to evaluate whether or not the student understood the lesson according to the way he or she creates his or her cards.  If the student follows instructions and remembers what each life stage is, he or she will be able to correctly make the four life cycle cards.  Evaluation will also come through the answering of questions during the lesson.  The teacher should listen and observe to see if the answers the students are giving reflect the correct understanding of the lesson.  

Assessment:

The students will be asked to explain the four life stages of the butterfly and specifically what happens during the chrysalis stage.  The students can answer this question in different ways according to their learning style.  Students can show through a finger play what the stages are.  They can also use their drawing to show the different stages.  If students want to use their 4 cards of the life cycle of the butterfly to verbally explain what happens in each stage they may do that also.  It is important to allow the different assessment of different learning styles.  The teacher will know if the student understood and learned from the lesson by watching, listening and observing the different assessment activities of the different students.  
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Lesson 5

Date: May 9, 2003
Name: Karen McKeith

Grade Level: Kindergarten
Subject: The Life Cycle of a 

Allocated Time: 30 minutes
Butterfly: the butterfly.

Anticipatory Set: The teacher will introduce the class to a friend.

I brought a friend with me today.  Would you like to meet her?  This is Glenda.  Say hello to the boys and girls Glenda. (A finger puppet flaps hello.)

Objectives and Purpose: The learner will explain the stages of the butterfly life cycle.

The learner will demonstrate the stages of the butterfly life cycle.

The learner will create their own butterfly.

Through this lesson, the students will learn about the last stage of the life cycle of the butterfly.  They will compare the life cycle of the butterfly to that of themselves.

Input: Glenda wanted to come to school today because she has some very important stuff to tell you boys and girls.  Let’s think.  What could be Glenda’s good news?

Let children think.

I know you each thought of something.  Raise your hand if you would like to share your thought with the class.

Take a few thoughts.

Those are all very good thoughts.  Glenda, what is your news?  (Finger puppet flaps)  She would like me to read you a story.

Read From Caterpillar to Butterfly by Deborah Heiligman.

Let’s think, what could Glenda want us to know? (Finger puppet flaps)  She would like all of the boys and girls to show me how she became a butterfly?  What is the first stage in the butterfly life cycle?

Wait for reply.

An egg.  First she was an egg.  Using your whole body, make an egg.  Then what happened?

Wait for reply.

A caterpillar.  When she hatches out of her egg she is a caterpillar.  Move like a caterpillar.  As a caterpillar she eats a lot of food.  When she is full she does something new.  What happens now?

Wait for reply.

She spins a chrysalis.  Spin your chrysalis and freeze.  Inside the chrysalis, the caterpillar is changing.  When she comes out of the chrysalis what will she be?

Wait for reply.

A butterfly.  She flaps her wings and flies away.  Great flying butterflies.  Come fly back over here.

Yesterday, you sang a song with Miss Becky.  We’re going to sing it again.  I need a butterfly volunteer.

Pick a child.  Start singing How a Butterfly Grows

The butterfly lays her eggs.  The butterfly lays her eggs. Hi Ho the Derio. The butterfly lays her eggs.

After each verse, have the child pick a new friend to be in the center.

The caterpillar hatches out.

The caterpillar eats the leaves.

The caterpillar gets sleepy.

The caterpillar becomes a chrysalis.

The butterfly pops out.

The butterfly flies away.

Sing several times so that each child gets a turn.

Modeling: Take the flannel sequence cards from the Discovery Center.  Using the big cards walk through the stages of the butterfly life cycle.

Checking for Understanding: Using the sequence cards, jumble up the order.  Have students help you put the stages in correct order.

My cards are all messed up and I need to put them back in order.  I need your help.

Guided Practice: Split the class into groups of four.  Have each student act out a stage of the life cycle.

What’s the first stage?

Action.

What’s the second stage?

Action.

What’s the third stage?

Action.

What’s the last stage?

Action.

Independent Practice: Now we know the stages of the butterfly.  Let’s think of some other things that go through a life cycle.
Take suggestions

What are the stages that boys and girls go through?

Using the flannel sequence cards, walk through the stages of a human.

Art: Back at their seat the students will create their own butterfly.  Pass out a large sheet of paper to each child.  Have students fold the paper in half like a hot dog bun.  Open the paper back up.  In the middle of each child’s paper place 2-3 drops of paint.  Have them fold the paper back together again.  Using their hand, press the paper from the fold edge out.  Then have them open their paper and look at their butterflies.  Allow paper to dry.

Closing Activity: Leave your papers on your desk.  Come join me over here.  We’re going to play a game.  Miss Karen says.  It’s just like Simon Says.  

Use the stages of the butterfly life cycle as directions.

Evaluation: Evaluation of this lesson will be done primarily through observation.  During each activity the students will be asked to demonstrate the stages of the life cycle.  Evaluation will be done by observing the students actions.

Materials: 

Sequence cards

Butterfly finger puppet

Book

Paper

Paint

Strategies and Activities: 

Reading book to class

Large Motor actions by class

Song How the Butterfly Grows by class

Sequence cards by class

Reordering sequence cards by class

Group actions by class

Sequence human cards by class

Miss Karen says game by class

Plans for different learners: Many of the activities are designed for the kinesthetic learner, the visual learner, and the auditory learner.  However, the activities can be altered to fit the other students’ abilities within the class.  Other activities could be to draw a picture, sing a song or build a model.
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Lesson 5 (outline)

Date: 
Name:

Grade Level: Kindergarten
Subject: The Life Cycle of

Allocated Time: 30 minutes
a Butterfly; assessment.

I. Subject/Topic:  This lesson is the culminating lesson for the unit.  The unit objectives will be reviewed and assessed to ensure that each student has a full understanding of the life cycle of a butterfly.  This lesson will focus on each stage of the life cycle by adding together what the students have learned in earlier lessons, and placing them in order.  The students will do this by reviewing many of the unit’s previous activities. 

II. Rational/Purpose:  The purpose of this lesson is to assess the students’ knowledge in the area of life cycles in general and specifically the butterfly.  This lesson pulls together the knowledge gained from pervious lessons and places all of the stages into the life cycle.  By reviewing previous activities, students will emphasize their learning.

III. Objectives:

a. The learner will sequence the stages of the butterfly’s life cycle in the proper order.

b. The learner will dramatically act-out the life cycle of a butterfly.

c. The learner will draw out each stage of the butterfly’s life cycle in the correct order.

IV. Content:

a. Read the whole story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Clark

b. Review the order of the butterfly’s life cycle with the sequence cards.

c. Have students act out each stage of the butterfly’s life cycle.

i. Curl up like an egg

ii. Crawl like a caterpillar

iii. Spin like a chrysalis

iv. Wave arms and “fly” like a butterfly

d. Students will play a memory game with sequence like cards in where they need to collect the cards in the proper order.  There should be three to four students in each group and one set of sequence cards for each student.

e. Have students individually draw out the life cycles of the butterfly on a plain sheet of paper.  Remind them that there are four different stages.

V. Strategies and Activities:  The students will participate in a variety of activities in order to review and assess their knowledge on the life cycle.  The teacher will read the book, The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle.  By this time the students will know the story well, so the teacher may ask the students to read along.  Next the teacher will go over the life cycle of the butterfly by using the sequence cards.  The teacher should encourage students to place them in order for him/her.  Next, the students can stretch out and dramatically act out the life cycle of the butterfly.  Then, individually, students can draw out each stage of the butterfly’s life cycle.  Finally, students will complete the lesson and unit, by playing the Butterfly memory game.  

VI. Materials:

a. The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Clark

b. Butterfly life cycle sequence cards

c. Butterfly Memory game cards

d. Paper

e. Crayons

f. Pencils

VII. Plans for Individual Differences:  This lesson caters to individual learning differences by offering a wide variety of activities in which students can participate in.  

VIII. Evaluation:  Evaluation will take place through observation and the students’ drawings.  The teacher will need to pay close attention to each student’s progress throughout the lesson in order to gage their improvement and understanding of the butterfly’s life cycle.  The teacher should also evaluate each student’s drawing of the butterfly’s life cycle.  The drawing will be a good reflection of the student’s understanding.

IX. Lesson Critique:  Upon completion of this lesson, the teacher will evaluate that positive and negative outcomes and use them to revise the lesson for future classes.  At this time the teacher may also wish to reflect on the whole unit, and do revisions if necessary.

